Presentation of 20-seater Mercedes Bus to West Coast National Park

By SANParks Honorary Rangers (West Coast Region)
See photos at: 

http://www.sanparks.org/gallery/v/hon-rangers/West_Coast/ 
The West Coast Region of Honorary Rangers are delighted to report the formal handing over to SANParks of a brand new 20-seater Mercedes Benz bus to by used to ferry schoolchildren around in the Park. These children attend eco-educational courses in the Park, and stay over for one or two nights. The courses are professionally presented, and have recently been augmented with the donation of two “Out of the Box” packs from Old Mutual, as showcased three weeks ago on the weekly wildlife TV show, 50/50.

Over 100 Honorary Ranger benefactors and friends attended a sponsored finger supper with drinks, which occasioned the formal presentation to SANParks on the afternoon of 12 July 2006 at the Geelbek Education Centre in the West Coast National Park.

The Rolf-Stephan Nussbaum Foundation and a Cape Town benefactor, Mrs. Rosemary Smythe, who appears in the attached photos, jointly funded this bus.  Funds were collected over a two-year period, and this is but the first delivery of two such buses for use by the Park’s socio-ecologists.  We are deeply indebted to these two sponsors and take this opportunity to thank them yet once again.

The bus gives the children the opportunity to visit the various areas in the Park, and gain practical hands-on experience on the ecology-related subjects that they have just learned about in the classroom.

The Honorary Rangers and Park staff are absolutely delighted with this new asset that will help them so much in their efforts to reach the children.

Mike Lodge

Honorary Ranger

West Coast Region

